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1953 ANNUAL CROP SUMMARY 


DROUGHT TAKES HEAVY TOLL 
Piedmont kiardest Hit 


The 1953 Crop Season witnessed an- 
other year of deficient moisture in North 
Carolina -- a continuation of the droughty 
conditions which had plagued the State dur- 
ing much of the time since the Fall of 1949. 
Rainfall during the Winter and early Spring 
of 1952-53 was adequate to produce good 
yields of smal] grains. Conditions contin- 
ued fairly favorable until] early May when 
temperatures ranged unusually high and 
showers became less frequent. General 
rains in early June and again at mid-June 
got Spring-planted crops off to an unusually 
good start, but these were the last rains of 
consequence in many areas of the State 
throughout the growing season. The Pied- 
mont and northern Mountain counties were 
particularly hard hit, and it is in these 
areas that the most severe effects of the 
Summer drought were experienced. 

Prospects for production of Spring-sown 
crops on July 1 have seldom been better, 

(Continued on page 2) 


DROUGHT AND WEEVILS 
DAMAGE COTTON HEAVILY 


The North Carolina cotton crop for 1953 
is now estimated at 453,000 bales (500 
lbs. gross weight) -- 20 percent below the 
569,000 bales produced in 1952 and 13 
percent below the 10-year (1942-51) aver- 
age production of 522,000 bales. The 1953 
cotton crop got off to a favorable start. 
Although some replanting was necessary, 
most growers were able to attain above 
normal stands of cotton. Weed growth and 
fruiting were very good until Jate in July 

(Continued on page 8) 


FLUE-CURED CROP 
OFF 8 PERCENT 
Drought Hits Type 1] 


Total production of flue-cured tobacco 
in North Carolina during 1953 is estimated 
at 823,885,000 pounds. This is about 8 
percent less than production in 1952 but 
just over 6 percent larger than the 1942-51 
average, Flue-cured acreage harvested in 
the State this year totaled 674,000 acres -- 
8 percent less than the 735,000 acres har- 
vested in 1952 and slightly more than av- 
erage of 670,000 acres. 

Type 11 production in North Carolina 
from the 1953 crop is estimated at 247,- 
680,000 pounds, which is 25 percent below 
1952, 13 percent below the 1942-51 av- 
erage, and the smallest crop since 1943. 
There were 258,000 acres harvested this 
season, Thus, an average yield of 960 

(Continued on page 2) 


CORN CROP 6 PERCENT 


BELOW AVERAGE 
Silage Up Sharply 


Equivalent total grain production on 
the acreage of corn harvested for al] pur- 
poses (grain, silage and forage) in North 
Carolina during 1953 is estimated at 57,- 
699,000 bushels. This is 4 percent above 
production last year, but 6 percent below 
the 10-year (1942-51) average. Production 
from acres harvested for grain was 54,- 
945,000 bushels, 5 percent above the 
1952 crop of 52,402,000 bushels. 

The 1953 planting season was genere- 
ally favorable for getting corn in the ground 
and up to a stand. Production from early 
plantings, generally, was much better than 

(Continued on page 2) 


CROP SUMMARY (Continued) 


with record or near-record yields indicated 
for most crops. As the season progressed, 
however, it became evident that final har- 
vest would fall somewhere below earlier ex- 
pectations, Final production of corn was 
23 percent below the July 1 forecast due to 
the adverse effects of the drought and the 
damage from a tropical hurricane during the 
second week of August. More than 60 mil- 
lion pounds of tobacco were counted as 
casualty to the dry, hot weather, with Type 
Ii tobacco being the most severely afe- 
fected. Loss of hay tonnage was quite se- 
vere, and pastures deteriorated rapidly. A 
comparatively poor crop of cotton resulted 
from a combination of excessive drought 
and excessive insect damage. Most other 
crops suffered to a smaller degree. 

Weather conditions were unusually fav- 
orable for Fail harvest, but seeding and 
germination of smal] grain was retarded by 
dry soils. Recent general rains, although 
late, should be beneficial to Winter grain 
and pasture crops. 

The acreage, yield, production and value 
of al] crops in North Carolina and the 
United States appear in the tables on pages 
4 and 5 of this publication. 


FLUE-CURED CROP (Continued) 


pounds per acre was realized, also, the 
lowest since 1943. The Oljld and Middle 
Belts were particularly hard hit by drought 
conditions this season. 

Production of Type 12 tobacco during 
1953 is estimated at 456,780,000 pounds. 
This is about 1 percent more than was pro- 
duced in 1952, 15 percent more than the 
average, and the third largest crop of re- 
cord, being exceeded only in 1951 and 
1947. The crop this season was harvested 
from 331,000 acres for an average yield of 
1,380 pounds, second only to 1951 when an 
average yield of 1,435 pounds was made. 

Border Belt (Type 13) production for 
1953 now stands at 119,425,000 pounds. 
This year’s crop is 3 percent larger than 
the 1952 crop, 26 percent larger than ave 
erage, and second in weight only to 1951 
when production reached 127,420,000 
pounds, The 1953 crop was harvested from 
85,000 acres. The average yield per acre 


‘rose to an all-time high of 1,405 pounds 


this season, comparing with the previous 
high of 1,385 pounds obtained in 1951. 

The 1953 Burley crop in the State is 
expected to produce 19,380,000 pounds, 
This would be 4 percent below last year’s 
production, about a fourth larger than aver- 
age, and the fourth largest crop of record. 
This year’s estimated production is below 
that of 1952, 1951, and 1945, It is esti- 
mated that 11,400 acres of Type 31 were 
harvested this season, averaging 1,700 
pounds per acre, 

Total U. S. flue-cured production for 
1953 is estimated at 1,257,311,000 pounds 
e- 8 percent below that of 1952 but10 per: 
cent above the 1942-51 average, 


CORN CROP (Continued) 

that from late plantings which bore the 
brunt of drought damage. Drought damage 
extended into about every section of the 
State, but it was the Piedmont crop which 
suffered greatest reduction in yields. 

The average yield per acre harvested 
for grain was 27.5 bushels -- 2 bushels 
above the yield from the 1952 crop and 
oneetenth of a bushel above the 10-year 
average, The average yield per acre from 
the acreage harvested for all purposes 
was 27.0 bushels, 

North Carolina growers harvested 2, 
137,000 acres of corn for all purposes this 
year -- 2 percent less than the 2,181,000 
acres harvested in 1952 and 4 percent less 
than the 10*year average of 2,232,000 
acres, The acreage harvested for grain 
in 1953 is estimated at 1,998,000 acres -- 
a reduction of 3 percent from last year. 
About 41.5 percent of the 1953 corn ace 
reage was planted with hybrid seed. 

Silage was harvested from a record 58,=- 
000 acres this year -- more than double the 
28,000 cut for silage Jast year. While there 
has been an upward trend in corn for silage, 
the tremendous increase in acreage used 
for silage this year reflects an effort on 
the part of farmers to salvage drought 
damaged corn and to meet the dire need 
for feeds during the coming winter months. 
The acreage harvested for other purposes 
(forage, hogged, etc) declined 17 percent 
from 98,000 acres in 1952 to 81,000 acres 
in 1953, 
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SMALL GRAIN PRODUCTION 42 PERCENT ABOVE AVERAGE 


Total combined production of smal] 
grains (wheat, oats, barley and rye) in 
North Carolina during 1953 is estimated 
at 26.2 million bushels -- 14 percent great- 
er than the 22.9 million bushels harvested 
last year and 42 percent above the 10-year 
average production of 18.4 million bushels, 
The total acreage of small grains harvested 
during 1953 was 878,000 acres == about 5 
percent more than the 839,000 acres har- 
vested in 1952 and 4 percent greater than 
the average of 846,000 acres. The com- 
bined yields of all] small grains averaged 
29.8 bushels per acre in 1953, ‘nearly 2.5 
bushels greater than the combined average 
in 1952 and 8.2 bushels above the 10-year 
average. 

Rainfal] during the growing Season was 
adequate to produce good small] grain 
crops, and the harvest season was unuSue 
ally favorable for combining operations. 
Wheat and rye growers were a little later 
than usual in seeding their 1953 crops due 
to adverse weather during the optimum 
planting dates, 


Slightly Smaller Wheat Crop 


The 1953 Tar Heel wheat crop totaled 
8,200,000 bushels 4 percent short of 
1952 production, but 20 percent more than 
the 1942-51 average crop. The 400,000 
acres harvested for grain in 1953 was 2 
percent under the acreage harvested in 
1952 and 6 percent below average. Yields 
in 1953 averaged 20.5 bushels per acre == 
0.5 bushels under the 1952 yield, but 4.4 
bushels above the 10-year average. 


2 age. 


Record Qats and Barley Crops Produced 


North Carolina produced a record i6,- 
093,000 bushels of oats during 1953 -- 27 
percent more than the 1952 crop and 58 per- 
cent more than the 10-year average. The 
418,000 acres harvested for grain were 12 
percent above 1952 and 18 percent greater 
than average. The 1953 yield of 38.5 
bushels per acre was 4.5 bushels above 
the 1952 yield, 10 bushels more than th: 
1942-51 average and 3 bushels above th- 
previous record high per acre yield fror 
the 1951 crop. 

Barley production topped the previous: 
record set in 1952 by 18 percent. The 1953 
production was set at 1,650,000 bushels -- 
65 percent above average. The 1953 yield 
per acre of 37.5 bushels was also a new 
record -- bettering the previous reco. . set 
in 1951 by 1.5 bushels. The yield in 1952 
was 32.5 bushels per acre and 1942-5; 
average is 26.2 bushels. There were 44,- 
000 acres of barley harvested for grain in 
1953, compared with 43,000 last year and 
the average of 39,000 acres. 


Rye Crop Below Average 


The 1953 Tar Heel rye crop totaled 
232,000 bushels -- 3 percent above the 
1952 crop, but 23 percent less than aver- 
Yields averaged 14.5 bushels per 
acre -- 0.5 bushels under 1952 yields, but 
2.5 bushels above the average, It is esti- 
mated that 16,000 acres were harvested for 
grain in 1953, compared with 15,000 acres 
last year and the average of 26,000 acres. 


COMMERCIAL VEGETABLE PRODUCTION UP, VALUE DOWN 


Production of commercial vegetables 
(excluding strawberries and Irish potatoes) 
in North Carolina totaled 160,300 tons 
in 1953 -- an increase of {9 percent from 
from the 145,500 tons produced in 
1952. The increase in production resulted 
both from a 7 percent increase in harvested 
acreage and higher yields in some of the 
major truck crops such as sweet corn, Cue 
cumbers, green peppers and watermelons, 
Production of all crops except lima beans, 
late Spring snap beans, beets, late Fal 


cabbage, lettuce and strawberries was 
higher in 1953 than a year earlier. 

The value of North Carolina’s 1953 
commercial vegetables for fresh market 
(excluding strawberries and Irish pota- 
toes) totalled $12,012,000 8 percent 
less than the 1952 value of $13,080,600. 
The unit value of all vegetables except 
lima beans, late Spring snap bears, late 
Fall cabbage and sweet corn in 1953 was 
the same as or lower than a year earlier. 
(See table, pages 4 & 5) 
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SOYBEAN CROP SMALLER 
THAN 1952 
Acreage Off 8 Percent 


North Carolina’s 1953 soybean produc- 
tion of 3,814,000 bushels is 19 percent 
below the 4,736,000 bushels harvested in 
1952, but is 11 percent above the 10-year 
average production of 3,434,000 bushels. 
The 263,000 acres harvested for beans in 
1953 was 8 percent, or 24,000 acres, below 
1952. The average yield per acre of 14.5 
bushels was also below the 16.5 bushels 
harvested the preceding year. 

Extended dry weather contributed large- 
ly to the lower yields for 1953, and some 
losses in production resulted from Hurri- 
cane ‘‘Barbara’’. Droughty conditions and 
prospective shortages of hay supplies also 
caused part of the acreage originally 
planted for beans to be cut for hay. Rain- 
fall during September was beneficial to the 
late seeded crop but early seedings were 
too far advanced to receive any appreciable 
benefit from the moisture. Weather condi- 
tions for harvest were unusually favorable, 


EGG PRODUCTION CONTINUES 


UPWARD TREND 
Record Lay in 1953 


November egg production in North Caroe- 
lina totaled 93 million eggs compared with 
84 million produced in November of 1952. 
For the first 11 months of the year produc. 
tion of 1,294 million eggs is 7 percent 
above the 1,204 million produced during the 
corresponding period in 1952, A record 
high annual production is assured since 
production through November is only 4 mil- 
lion below the Previous record 1, 298 mil- 
lion produced during al] of 1952. 

Number of eggs laid per 100 layers in- 
creased from 954 during November of 1952 
to 1,014 during the past November. There 
were 9.1 million layers on farms during 
November of 1953 compared with 8.8 mil- 
lion a year earlier, ‘ 

United States egg production for the 
first eleven months of the year totaled 
56.7 billion, compared with 56.0 billion 
during the January-November period in 
195 2, 


N.C. HAY CROP SMALLEST 
IN 10 YEARS 


The 1953 production of hay in North 
Carolina is estimated at 1,145,000 tons 
from 1,164,000 acres harvested, This is 
the smallest harvested acreage since 1942 
and the smallest output of hay since 1941. 
Production in 1953 was 11 percent below 
1952, and 11 percent below the 10-year 
(1942-51) average production of 1,280,000 tons, 

The 1953 season started out with very 
bright prospects. In July a smaller than 
average acreage for harvest was anticipa- 
ted, but condition of hay crops at that time 
indicated an al] time record high yield but, 
drought conditions, which hit very hard in 


the Piedmont counties sharply reduced 
these bright prospects. Late summer hays, 
and lespedezas in particular, were cut 


quite short, and some acreage intended for 
hay was not harvested -- some alfalfa 
failed to produce the usual number of cut- 
tings and most cuttings were low yielding. 

Grain hay crops were harvested early 
and under ideal conditions -- yields for 
grain hay and for peanut hay in 1953 exe 
ceeded average yields for these hays. 
Peanut hay yields turned out to be much 
better than earlier expectations. For 
other individua] kinds, yields in 1953 were 
below average. Harvesting operations 
throughout the year were accomplished 
under near ideal] conditions. 


SWEETPOTATO PRODUCTION UP 


Acreage 18 Percent Higher 


Sweetpotato production in North Caro- 
Jina during 1953 totaled 4,725,000 bushels, 
an increase of 18 percent over the revised 
1952 output of 3,990,000 bushels, but 27 
percent below the 194251 average produce 
tion of 6,492,000 bushels. 

The production increase was due entire- 
ly to an 18 percent larger harvested ace 
reage in 1953 than in 1952. This year’s 
crop was harvested from 45,000 acres come 
pared with 38,000 harvested acres the pre- 
vious year and 60,000 acres for the 10> 
year average, 

Growers realized an average yield per 
acre of 105 bushels this year «> the same 
as the revised 1952 yield -- but 2 bushels 
below the average. 


PEANUT PRODUCTION DOWN 


Yields Near Record 


The 1953 peanut yield is estimated at 
1,450 pounds per acre, This is the second 
highest yield of record exceeded only by 
the 1952 yield of 1,585 pounds. 

The total production of picked and 
threshed peanuts is 18 percent below last 
year. A reduction in acreage of 10 percent 
(20,000 acres) from last year accounts for 
part of this decreased production, Tar 
Heel growers harvested 177,000 acres for 
nuts this year, 

Weather conditions during the planting 
and germinating season were ideal and very 
good stands were obtained. Rainfall, al- 
though light in some areas, was generally 
adequate until the maturing season and 
plants made excellent growth. Droughty 
conditions set in as the first peanuts be- 
gan to mature and pegging was retarded to 
some extent. However, rains during the 
last week in September, when the harvest 
usually begins, benefitted the crop cone 
Siderably and harvesting was delayed 
somewhat in order for the crop to receive 
the maximum benefit from this moisture. 

Favorable weather conditions followed 
digging and producers were able to com- 
plete their threshing operations with very 
little loss due to rot, excess moisture and 
unfavorable threshing conditions. 


N.C. LEADS NATION IN 
LESPEDEZA SEED PRODUCTION 


As of December 1, the 1953 production 
of lespedeza seed (clean) in North Caro- 
lina is estimated at 24,140,000 pounds. 
This compares with 36,000,000 pounds 
harvested in 1952 and the 1942e51 average 
of 30,980,000. Even with this sharp de- 
crease, North Carolina leads all] other 
states in production this year. The yield 
per acre this year is now estimated at 170 
pounds of clean seed, compared with 240 
pounds last year and the average of 197 
pounds, 

Meanwhile, estimated National produc- 
tion this season at 64 million pounds is 50 
percent smaller than last year, 63 percent 
below the 10eyear average, and the smal- 
lest crop since 1936. 


1.4 MILLION BUSHEL 
GRAIN SORGHUM CROP 


Record 53,Uvv00 Acres harvested 


The 1953 all-sorghum acreage of 77,000 
acres represents an increase of 19,000 
acres over last year. Grain acreage ac- 
counted for 77 percent of the all-sorghum 
acreage as Tar Heel farmers harvested an 
all-time high of 59,000 acres for grain this 
year (an increase of 16,000 acres over the 
record set in 1952). The remaining 18,000 
acres is comprised of 2,000, 4,000 and 
12,000 acres respectively for sirup, ‘silage 
and forage. 

The acreage harvested for silage and 
forage increased considerably over pre- 
vious years. Dry weather materially re- 
duced yields of most feed crops; hence, 
farmers utilized more sorghum acreage for 
silage and forage to offset cuts in the pro- 
duction of other feed crops. 

Sorghum sirup production continued its 
downward trend, with only 134,000 gallons 
produced as compared to 216,000 gallons 
in 1952, 

Grain sorghum output continued to in- 
crease with the 1953 production of 1,416,- 
000 bushels exceeding last year’s crop by 
255,000 bushels. This increased produc- 
tion shows that the crop is gaining popu- 
larity as itis able to withstand dry weather 
effectively and works into the crop rotation 
system well. 


IRISH POTATO PRODUCTION 
BELOW AVERAGE 


Irish potato production in North Caro- 
lina totaled 6,118,000 bushels =- 36 percent 
below the 1942-51 average production of 
9,513,000 bushels -- but 16 percent above 
the revised 1952 output of 5,292,000 bush- 
els. 

The belowsaverage production is due 
entirely to a smaller total harvested ac- 
reage totaled 46,000 acres comparec with 
the 10-year average of 74,000 and last 
year’s 42,000 acres. Yields realized by 
growers this year averaged 133 bushels 
per acre, 7 bushels above the 1952 aver- 
age yield of 126 bushels and 1 bushel 
above the 194251 average yield. 
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MILK PRODUCTION 
AT NEW HIGH 


Milk production in North Carolina to- 
taled 137 million pounds during November, 
the largest November production of record 
for the State. This compares with the pre- 
vious high November production of 125 
million pounds for 1952 and the 10-year 
November average of 112 million pounds. 
Production during each of the eleven 


months thus far has established new month- 
and the total of 
1,585 million pounds produced up to Dec- 
ember 1 is 6 percent above the 1,490 mil- 
pounds produced during the same 
period in 1952, Both milk cows on farms 
and: production per cow have been running 


ly production records, 


lion 


at record high levels. 


The upward trend in milk production 
has been quite pronounced during recent 
It results from increased emphasis 
on improved breeding and husbandry prac- 


years. 


tices. 
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COTTON PRODUCTION (Continued) 


when shedding of squares and small bolls 
became heavy due to‘a combination of dry 
weather and weevil damage. 

Lint yield per acre is estimated at 280 
pounds, compared with 366 pounds in 1952 
and the 10-year average of 345 pounds per 
acre. Except for the disastrous cro 
1950, when boll] weevils got more tha 89» 
percent of the crop, and the poor, rgp to 
1949, yield this year was th adlests 
since 1938. & “S&S 

The December estimate places reat 
in cultivation July 1 at 781,600 acres =-- 
28,000 acres, or about 4 percent, more than 
the 753,000 acres (revised) in cultivali 
on this date a year earlier and /5 
acres, or 7 percent, more than th ° 
average acreage in cultivation j/J 

North Carolina growers harveat 
000 acres of cotton this year 4 
acres, or 4 percent, more than w r 
vested in 1952 and 56,000 acres, or/ne 
8 percent, more than average. if 
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